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DEAR EDITOR, An extremely premature male infant was dis-
charged home after 11 weeks of intensive care. After 1
week, brownish-red, eroded macules and papules developed
on the face, and also brown macules, plaques and bullae
appeared on his fingers, hands, wrists, ankles, feet and toes.
Despite multiple antibacterial and anti-inflammatory treat-
ments administered to the patient as the diagnosis was
thought to be impetigo, a significant worsening of the
symptoms was observed. Laboratory testing demonstrated an
unusually low serum zinc level, which supported the
diagnosis of acquired zinc deficiency of prematurity. The
introduction of supplementation therapy resulted in a rapid
improvement of the clinical symptoms within days. Classic
acrodermatitis enteropathica was excluded by testing the
SLC39A4 gene.
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